DearBill, 9/j/95 

There is nothing new in the USA today story of l>/ 3 Q saying that a former 
FBISA said tiiat Oswald was an FBI informer other than attributing it to an affidavit 
by Career ^ayton* I had that, with u ayotn as the source, in the late 1960s, hut Gaytora 
would j^ot talk to me, dealt with me so to speak through an intermediary, and that made 
me uneasy and then the intermediary lost patience with mo* 

Just before ttrp story appoaref^ someone raised that matter with me by phone* 
Per imps it was Gary Aguilar. I then remembered the nr mo of the man I refer td as the 
intermediary and I have what 1 have filed under his mane* His name was Jim and 1 think 



Ids last name began with a P. If so 1 could find this by going ^through the I' parts of 
the files but believe it is not worth the time. 

As I remember it Jim’s landlord was Gay ton, :n Seattle or Portland, in that area. 

I am not certain but liavo the impression Gayton may be blakk* 

Fart of the storyjis tiiat Gcyton worked with ilosty, I think in Kansas City* I 
have trouble believing Ilosty would liavo ^said to anyone what in this account he alleged 

. id tc ^eytou* I also have trouble, if I r briber th- ■: story correctly, believing that 

Mosty would hove left not Co for Oswald at the fjeekley rooming house. As I now eweall it, 
two times. 

At first Jim ref erred to Gay ton as ll G» only then as 

After a while J im moved to ^eu Orleans and A heard from him from there. That 

was at the time of Garrison activity. 

u n a hunch I chccko^ mid 1 liave a u arver Gay ton file. In, it is a 1972 memo 
to friends both now dead, the man an AP Reporter, saying all that tills story says and 
why it deadended with me. Is had the Guyton address in Seattle and the man^s name was 
Jim Q&hennu&k* I T m not checking my Gichcnauir file. Most is in it*Nf 7 t worth it* 

Tlus story quotes ^euman in 4 wqy tiiat again makes me wonder wliat function he 
had in Amy intelligence, wonder whether he was an academic teacher and little or no 
more, because he knows no tiling about what PSI means to the FBI* % is Quoted as saying 
it "suggests Oswiild was a 'low-lebol’ informant for the bureau.” It suggests nothing 
of the sor|* The story refers to the intials meaning M potential*" OvoY/iho years I've 
forgotten but it means probationary and 1 think that is the word represented by the letter 
fact wheh one is a P5I one is an informer but on probation, usually lasting shout 
months* Ml FBI informers begin witk th fcs probation, regardless of the value of the 
information they deliver. f 

Buck lievill is quoted as dissembling and misleading the reporty^y his use of 
FBI lingo and semantics# He knew very well tiiat if Oswald had been a PSI then e would 
be Dallas records and HQ records in files with the 1J4 classification* HQ approval is 
required for using anyone as a probationary informer and for foil status after probation* 
,J W; t too, thero are undisclosed Riiby 157 £Lej£s. The FBI refused to give them to me 4ft 
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ia CAs 78-0322/0420 combined where they were relevant, 

practise had this been true Oswald would have been known as DL????PSI and 
if he had passed Ms probation he would have boon known as DXi????3I*Sarae file* There 
would also be in Dallas if procedures were followed a contact report, a printed form, 
filled out tot every contact with ^swald and for $uby, with an evaluation of the informa- 
tion gotten on each contact and if documents or other things were produced they would 

fP 

be in an evidence envelope tliat as I recall as FBI form 340* 

Because Oswald was quoted by ^elgado as saying Ms favorite book wqs She 
Animal ^larra I had difficulty believing he would be an informer but on the other side 
he was so virulently anti-Gomraunist I could believe he might be willing to be that kind 

p £ 

of an informer* I supose tliat is why X spent som much time on the phone with fifochenaur 
and in correspondence with him. 

In passing, my copy of my memo of 1972 to J im and Jennifer White is a carbon 
copy* % typing then was good enough and all my file copies of that era are carbon 



copies. 

There is one other tiling tlint probably influences me then, because it lot- 
pressed me from tne outsets# Oswald's qjSmness on being arrested and charged did 
suggest to mo that ho did expect someone to come 'forward and mkke it clear that he 



was not the killer or the assassin, that someone with some afthoiiity would do that* 



X'hus the lead and summary ox th.i first tiling I wrote on the assassination, at the time 



of the assassination* sent to the literary agent 1 then had, began, "Lee h&rvey Oswald 
could not have been personna non. grata to the FBI," That actually cost me my agent* 
With this story saying tiiat Sayton denies ho ever said such a thing or tliat 
Hasty said it 1 do not agree with ^ewman 1 3 ,r very powerful evidence" that the AEHB 
should follow but I do believe it should make an effort, 1 put it this way because the 
FBI will not allt^w it into its files rooms and because without access to them whether 
it destroyed records cannot be determined* For example, there is not a single mention 
of the note that without questkln u owald left for Hosty in any Dallas or HQ record that 
is disclosed yet without question there were communications between Dallas and HQ on 
that and in fact it was HQ that directed ShanidLinjt to destroy that note after Oswald 
was killed and there would be no trial* I have pooof of what I say in an FBJHQ tickler. 
The documents Hewxnan is quited as saying Clinton should order released do not 
seem to refer to this from what the boqrd has stated in its releases* 
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eat, 
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